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only been fortunate enough to keep oxir own mess supplied with jirsune every meal since; we left Fort Hire, hut have had quantities to send to the infantry oilic.crs, to the band, and to many of our own o Hirers.
Poor Fred and Tom! They have accompanied me frequently— Fred always along—-and yet neither of them has been able thus far to kill a single antelope. I tease them a great deal, for they use the Winchester riile. It is remarkably accurate up to one hundred yards, and not so beyond that distance.
You know when Torn takes a notion to get anything of mine how very persistent he is. Well, his latest dodge is to obtain possession of my Springfield riile, which I allow my orderly, Tultle, to carry. Night before last he carried it oil to his tent without saying anything about it; but Tuttlc slipped down while Tom was at breakfast, and recaptured the riile!
I wish yon could have seen one of our hunting-parties corning into camp a few days ago, after a hunt of not more than four hours, in sight of the column all the, time. My orderlies and I had four
antelope strapped to our saddles; then earne Captain F-----, with
a line, hinre buck strapped behind him and a saddle in his front, while his orderly wan similarly loaded ; then McD-----and his orderly, each with a. splendid antelope on his saddle, while others of the men who had accompanied me were well provided with game— rxeepi poor H —. He and the four men of his compaii}r who went with us had equal chances with the rest, but they had nothing. The oltieen jrive II —•- no rest now on the. subject of antelope ; the last nilvitv givc'ii him was that, his only chance now is to spread hi.s fishnet i which the oHieerH ridicule, him for bringing into Hueh a country u* lhis) and catch the antelope in that way! Tuttlo killed two antelope :it one .shot with my Springfield at pretty long range.
Yesterday Fred and 1 had an exciting time? with an elk that swain the river twice* near us, but we only succeeded in wounding him before he got away to the blulTs beyond sight of the command, where we did not deem it prudent, to follow him.
I am glad that, I posted myself with regard to taxidermy; for yesterday, after reaching camp, I devoted all the afternoon to preparing the* head of the antelope. I killed for preservation. The n the ollleern think the finest they ever saw. I have prepared